
 

 

 

 

 

         February 26, 2016 

 

Dear GW Parents/Guardians,  

 
First, I would like to take the time to thank all the families that attended Barnes & Noble Reading night a few 

weeks ago!  This was definitely our most well attended event in history.  I would also like to thank the staff that 

helped read, prepare musical groups/ gather art to display, or attend dinner with our families.   It is wonderful is 

see what a supportive community we have at GWES!  Barnes & Noble emailed me and shared that we earned 

$958.00 from our event.  This was our biggest fundraiser at Barnes & Noble ever! Thank you!! 

 

Also, I would personally like to congratulate Ryder Nepomuceno (3- Van Alstyne) for winning first place at the 

Phoenixville Rotary Spelling Bee on February 20th.  He competed among 77 third and fourth grade students 

from across the area.  This is a fantastic accomplishment and GWES is very proud of his accomplishment!  
 

As many of you know March is Reading Madness Month is quickly approaching and our students will be 

working to increase their reading minutes. So, in preparation for this event and to complement our district 

reading goals, this newsletter will focus on our literacy initiatives and how home may support our school 

efforts.  First, our focus should be to READ, READ, READ, and READ.  We asked that throughout the school 

year everyone commit to reading every night and keep track of their reading in a log.  But sounding out or 

decoding words is only part of the reading puzzle.  If children don’t understand what they read, they’re not 

really reading.  If they don’t unlock meaning as they read, the words are boring babble and they will never read 

well or enjoy reading.  So, how do we unlock meaning? In the 1980’s, a breakthrough occurred:  researchers 

identified the specific thinking strategies used by proficient readers.  They found that reading is an interactive 

process in which good readers engage in a constant internal dialogue with the text.  The ongoing dialogue helps 

them understand and elaborate on what they read.  By identifying what good readers do as they read, this 

research gave important new insights about how to teach children to read and get it.  Based on this information 

from experts in their field, such as Chris Tovani (2008), Great Valley Literacy Committee identified Thinking 

Strategies that readers/learners can use to make sense of their world.   

 
Proficient Learners: 

 

1. Activate Schema and make connections between new and unknown information. 

2. Question in order to clarify ambiguity and deepen understanding. 

3. Make inferences using schema and clues from the text to predict or infer. 

4. Determine importance in order to prioritize information. 

5. Monitor and Repair Comprehension to ensure understanding. 

6. Use Sensory Images to enhance understanding. 

7. Synthesize revisit and extend thinking 

 

Good readers use these same strategies, whether they’re reading a magazine or a calculus textbook.  There is 

nothing fancy about these strategies.  They are common sense.  But to read well, readers must use them. 

 

I hope the strategies listed above help you talk to your children about their reading and unlock the meaning! 

 

         Bonnie S. Citron 

         Principal  



Upcoming Events 

 

February 26  PTO Talent Show 7:00 PM 

March 1 PTO Meeting 9:00AM 

March 1 Read Across America Day/Night @ GWES 

March 2 4th Grade Choral Concert 9:15 & 7:00 

March 2 Rebound: The Chris Herron Story @ Phoenixville HS- visit GVSD website to register 
"When the mind is thinking it is talking to itself." - Plato, philosopher 

http://www.gvsd.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=471&ModuleInstanceID=2434&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=26401&PageID=4588

